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Enriching lives through Dance



About Gin Dance Company

Gin Dance Company (GDC) is a Metropolitan DC/Northern VA based performing arts modern dance
company that was founded in 2011 to provide a professional environment for artists to learn, grow,
and express themselves and to bring refreshing and vitalizing works of Artistic Director Shu-Chen
Cuff to the community. Each of GDC's works uniquely reflects Shu-Chen’s rich Asian Dance heritage
and Eastern philosophy blended with Western fluidity of movement and culture. GDC’s works have
been recognized and named finalists at the Dance Metro DC Awards in the categories of
Outstanding Choreography and Outstanding Individual Performer. GDC has also been selected and
invited to several prestigious events and performances reaching out to thousands of people
including presenting our 'Deep eMotion' full production at the Kennedy Center Millennium

Stage, The 30" Annual DC Mayor’s Arts Awards at the Lincoln Theatre, The Celebration of the 40th

Anniversary of Diplomatic Relation between China and the United states at the Embassy of The People's
Republic of China, BUMBO Dance Festival at the Gelsey Kirkland Arts Center in New York, Atlas

INTERSECTIONS Festival at the Atlas Performing Arts Center, VelocityDC Dance Festival at the
Sidney Harman Hall, SoloDuo Dance Festival at the Dixon Place in New York, 'Yes! Dance
Invitational' - A National Festival of Contemporary Dance & Theater at the Dogtown Dance Theatre,
Taiwan Night Concert at the Robert E. Parilla Performing Arts Center, the Reston Multicultural
Festival, and Northern Virginia Fine Arts Festival.

We are guided by the philosophy that by spreading the amazing art form of dance, we are building a
stronger and closer community. Applying that in practice, GDC has performed and supported many
great charitable causes through our Outreach Performance Program including the American
Diabetes Association, Child Rescue Center, Benefit Habitat for Humanity, The Angel Fund'’s
Remembrance Cabaret, Johns Hopkins Children’s Center, Life After Domestic Violence, Benefit
Concert for Wounded Warriors, Catholic Charities U.S.A. in supporting the families at the border,
and many others.

Our mission is both to provide a professional environment for artists to learn, grow, and express
themselves and to bring refreshing and vitalizing works to the community. Each of Shu-Chen's works
uniquely reflects her rich Asian Dance heritage and Eastern philosophy blended with Western fluidity
of movement and culture. We are guided by the philosophy that by spreading the amazing art form
of dance, we build a stronger and closer community ~ Enriching lives through Dance.



The Artistic Director Shu-Chen Cuff was born in Kaohsiung,
Taiwan where she established a well-
rounded background in dance with training
in Ballet, Modern, Chinese Opera
movements, and various Chinese folk
dances. She immigrated to United States
to continue her training and pursue her
dance journey. Shu-Chen performed
numerous classical and contemporary works
while dancing with the Miami Ballet and
Nevada Ballet Theater. After relocating to
the Washington, DC area in 2002, Shu-Chen

worked with Dana Tai Soon Burgess Dance Company and has left her footprints around the world,
touring to Asia, Central America, and Europe. Shu-Chen has also performed at the International
Dance Festival in Japan, Malaysia, and Taiwan.

With her strong desire of creating refreshing and vitalizing works for the community, Shu-Chen
established Gin Dance Company in 2011. Shu-Chen’s works have been featured on FOX5 DC
News as well as numerous publications including the Washington Post, Washingtonian, Capital Hill
Rag Magazine, Washington Flyer Magazine, Northern Virginia Magazine, Reston Connection,
MetroDC Theater Arts, and Shu-Chen was a featured model for Summer Chic Fashions at Lincoln
Theatre with Washington Life Magazine. In 2017, Shu-Chen collaborated with two-time

Grammy nominee, David Taylor. Shu-Chen had an exclusive radio interview with Denise

Turney. Shu-Chen also has been a Finalist in the category of Outstanding Choreographer and
Outstanding Individual Performer at the Dance MetroDC Awards and is a recipient of the Strauss
Artist Grant by the Arts Council of Fairfax County and has served on the Board of Director of
Dance MetroDC.

The Executive Director

As our Executive Director, Gary Cuff brings a wealth of proven business experience and success to Gin
Dance Company (GDC). Gary spent 12 %2 years heading up the Graphics and Department for Val-Pak Direct
Marketing Systems, Inc., the largest direct mail marketing firm in the nation. He left Val-Pak to take on the
role of Director of the Digital Imaging Service Center for Cadmus Journal Services, the largest producer of
technical, medical, and scientific journals in the world. In a return to advertising and marketing, Gary then
spent 7 Y2 years as the Senior Vice President for United Marketing Solutions. In these positions, Gary has
been responsible for multi-million dollar budgets, development and implementation of new technologies,
capital expenditure decisions, direct supervision and full responsibility for hundreds of employees and staff
members. Following his entrepreneurial spirit and a desire to own his own business, coupled with his
success as a real estate investor and a genuine nature of helping others,
Gary transition to a career in Real Estate. After 7 years as an Associate
Broker with Weichert Realtors and Re/Max Allegiance, Gary launched his
own company in 2005. As the Principal Broker/Owner of Cuff & Company
Realtors, Gary has enjoyed many successes including being a consistent
recipient of numerous awards in recognition of his productivity. He is a
well respected and high achieving member of the Real Estate & Business
communities, known for his rock solid reputation and high ethical
standards. Gary states that he Is thrilled to be a part of Gin Dance
Company ... Working with such creative people is an amazing experience’
... In his role as Executive Director, he is responsible for overseeing all aspects of the business side of GDC.
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GDC Presented at ‘NEXT' at the Arts Club of
Washington, Washington, DC

DUMBO Dance Festival, Gelsey Kirkland Arts
Center, Brooklyn, NY

Collaborated in Heidi Latsky’s ‘'ON
DISPLAY/RESTON' at the Northern Virginia Fine
Arts Festival, Reston Town Square Park, Reston,
VA

Celebration of the Lunar New Year and the 40"
anniversary of Diplomatic Relations with United
State, Embassy of The People’s Republic of China,
Washington, DC

GDC 'NEXT’, Atlas INTERSECTIONS Festival,
Atlas Performing Arts Center, Washington, DC
Celebrating Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month, McLean, VA

GDC Community Outreach Performance for
Children at the KinderCare, Alexandria, VA
Catholic Charities U.S.A. in Supporting the
Families at the Border Benefit Concert, St.
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, Falls Church,
VA.

GDC Community Outreach Performance at the
Greenspring Village Senior Home, Falls Church,
VA

GDC Presented at ‘NEXT' at the Arts Club of
Washington, Washington, DC

DUMBO Dance Festival, Gelsey Kirkland Arts
Center, Brooklyn, NY

Collaborated in Heidi Latsky’s ‘'ON
DISPLAY/RESTON' at the Northern Virginia Fine
Arts Festival, Reston Town Square Park, Reston,
VA

Celebration of the Lunar New Year and the 40
anniversary of Diplomatic Relations with United
State, Embassy of The People’s Republic of China,
Washington, DC

GDC 'NEXT’, Atlas INTERSECTIONS Festival,
Atlas Performing Arts Center, Washington, DC
Celebrating Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month, McLean, VA

GDC Community Outreach Performance for
Children at the KinderCare, Alexandria, VA
Catholic Charities U.S.A. in Supporting the
Families at the Border Benefit Concert, St.
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, Falls Church,
VA.

GDC Community Outreach Performance at the
Greenspring Village Senior Home, Falls Church,
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Repertory

Infinity

This work in which Shu-Chen expresses through movement that we
are all spiritual beings having a physical experience, but that our
journey to learn, grow, and love continue well beyond our limited time
on this earthly plane.

World Premiere: February 21, 2019, GDC’s ‘NEXT’ production at the
Atlas INTERSECTIONS Festival at the Atlas Performing Arts Center,
Washington, DC

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 10:10 Minutes

Dancers: 7

Music: Samuel Barber

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photo by Ruth Judson

We, The Moon, The Sun

This work is an Asian culturally influenced work combining Chinese
Opera movements and modern dance in which Shu-Chen explores
the idea that we are One... Our energy flows together constantly

just as the earth, the moon, and the sun all depend on each other.

World Premiere: October 6, 2018, GDC's ‘The Story of Our Lives’
production at the Reston CenterStage, Reston, VA

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 12:25 Minutes

Dancers: 7

Music: Enka Aska

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photo by Ruth Judson

200 Feet

This work was inspired by author Jack Canfield's teachings -
"how life tends to unfold before us. If we just trust, the next 200
feet will unfold, and the next 200 feet after that and so on. Your
life will keep unfolding and it will eventually get you to the
destination of what ever it is that you truly want."

World Premiere: October 6, 2018, GDC's ‘The Story of Our Lives’
production at the Reston CenterStage, Reston, VA
Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 15:15 Minutes

Dancers: 4

Music: Joshua Bell & James Newton Howard, Todd Reynolds,
Somei Satoh, Senking




L.E.O.

This work is inspired by the works of Leonardo Bernstein,
L.E.O. is an acronym for Listen - listen deeply into your
inner beliefs; Enrich - enrich your soul, and Optimize -
make the best out of what you have. This work stands
behind Leonardo Bernstein’s philosophy that we all do
our part to make the world a better place.

World Premiere: March 3, 2018, GDC’'s ‘PHENOMENA'’
production at the Atlas INTERSECTIONS Festival, Atlas
Performing Arts Center, Washington, DC

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 9:00 Minutes

Dancers: 5

Music: Composed by Johannes Brahms, Conducted by
Leonard Berstein with New York Philharmonic

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photo by Ruth Judson

Connect.Disconnect.

This work Shu-Chen explores how technology has increased the
pace of our daily lives. We are on the go more than ever and so
connected to everyone, everywhere, all the time. Are we
becoming addicted to our technology? Can we unplug and let
go?

World Premiere: October 21, 2017, GDC's ‘Dance, Champagne &
Chocolate with Gin" production at The Fredgren Theater, Falls
Church, VA

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 3:10 Minutes

Dancers: 1

Music: Bryce Dessner

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photo by Ruth Judson

The Other Side

This work Shu-Chen delves into various phenomena through
movements and expands the audience’s imagination - When we
leave this world, do we still linger on an earthy plane or do we go
somewhere else? Can we connect both worlds?

World Premiere: October 21, 2017, GDC's ‘Dance, Champagne &
Chocolate with Gin" production at The Fredgren Theater, Falls
Church, VA

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 26:45 Minutes

Dancers: 7

Music: René Aubry, Hans Zimmer

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photo by Ruth Judson




Hello! Goodbye!

This piece was inspired by the extraordinary artist Mary Ann Mears's
dynamic sculpture ‘Reston Rondo’ which is installed at Hyatt Park, the
gateway to Reston Town Center. ‘Hello! Goodbye!’ takes a humorous,
cheerful, and whimsical look at the role the ‘Reston Rondo’.

Shu-Chen was commissioned by the Greater Reston Arts Center (GRACE)
and Reston CenterStage to create this work.

World Premiere: May 21 & 22, 2016 at Northern Virginia Fine Arts Festival,
Hyatt Park, Reston Town Center, Reston, VA

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 11 Minutes

Dancers: 7

Music: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Ruth Judson

Burgundy

This work explores electrifying and energetic modern
movements with edgy electronic music.

World Premiere: March 4, 2017, GDC's ‘Spring in Your Step’
production at the Atlas INTERSECTIONS Festival, Atlas
Performing Arts Center, Washington, DC

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 20:40 Minutes

Dancers: 8

Music: Joshua Bell & James Newton Howard, Todd Reynolds,
Somei Satoh, Senking

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photo by Ruth Judson

Solitaire

This work is about the finding the true You and have your own
voice, identity, and thoughts. Be proud & loving of who you really
are.

World Premiere: March 5, 2016, GDC'’s ‘Introspections’ production at the
Atlas INTERSECTIONS Festival, Atlas Performing Arts Center
Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 15 Minutes

Dancers: 4

Music: David Lang, Isaure Equilbey & Paulin Bundgen, Max Richter, Philip
Glass

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photo by Ruth Judson

Costume: Candy Braden, Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Ruth Judson
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This work is an exploration of the herd mentality concept
and displays how people tend to blindly follow without
much consideration.

World Premiere: October 23, 2016, GDC's ‘Inner Voice' production
at THEARC Theater, Washington, DC

Choreography: Tiffany Haughn

Running Time: 6:35 Minutes

Dancers: 4

Music: Zoe Keating

Photography: Ruth Judson

Lost and Found

This work reflects upon how we are living such fast paced busy lives,
chasing dreams with the thought that once we catch our dream, we will
be happy only to learn that we have forgotten to live in present and see
and appreciate what'’s in front of us.

Shu-Chen collaborated her choreography with visual arts artist, Teri Ann
LaBuwi.

World Premiere: October 21, 2015, GDC's ‘Chasing Horizons’
production for the Reston CenterStage’s Professional Touring Artist
Series, Reston CenterStage, Reston, VA

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 25 Minutes

Dancers: 6

Music: Philip Glass, Hans Zimmer, Nico Muhly

Film: Shu-Chen Cuff in collaboration with visual artist Teri Ann Labuwi’s
paintings — Philadelphia, New York, Detroit, and Estonia

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Ruth Judson

Six Degrees

This work expresses how we, as individuals, intertwine our lives with
those around us, and they with those around them, and so on until we
form a network that gives meaning, structure and purpose that any
one individual could never have accomplished on their own.

Shu-Chen was commissioned by the Greater Reston Arts Center
(GRACE) and Reston CenterStage to create this work in response to
artist Patrick Dougherty’s sculpture ‘Bird in the Hand’ which installed
at the Reston Town Square Park.

World Premiere: May 16 & 17, 2015 at Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Festival, Reston Town Square Park

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 15 Minutes

Dancers: 20

Music: James Rhodes, The Album Leaf, Mika Yoshida

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Ruth Judson




MOTION IN STRING

Motion in String is rooted in Shu-Chen's distinctive
East-West fusion.

World Premiere: March 7, 2015, GDC's ‘Hear Me Now!’
production at the Atlas INTERSECTIONS Festival, Atlas
Performing Arts Center

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 15 Minutes

Dancers: 8

Music: Joan Jeanrenaud, Max Richter

Costume: Candy Braden, Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Ruth Judson

THAT'S MOZART

Shu-Chen created a fun, light-hearted ode to Mozart’s humor
and playfulness.

2,
KN

World Premiere: October 25, 2014, GDC's ‘East Meets West’ & ~)> ) : | ¢ o ,?
production at the Atlas Performing Arts Center T “) \§ ,
Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff e : MM}B

Running Time: 10 Minutes
Dancers: 10

Music: Wolfgang Mozart
Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff
Photography: Ruth Judson

FACE TO FACE

Shu-Chen humorously takes on how technology has
changed our interactions and connections.

World Premiere: October 25, 2014, GDC's ‘East Meets
West' production at the Atlas Performing Arts Center
Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 10 Minutes

Dancers: 4

Music: Shu-Chen Cuff, Mark Dancigers

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Ruth Judson




THE TELLER

The character of a Chinese fortuneteller is portrayed
throughout the dance. This work delivers an awakening
message for people to take charge and tell your own
story in life and not to let someone else do it for them.
That someone can be anyone. He/She ("The Teller")
maybe is a parent, friend, or even a teacher. We are
masters of our own destiny and we shape our own
futures.

World Premiere: September 14, 2013, GDC's ‘A Night with
GIN’ production at Reston CenterStage, Reston, VA
Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 40 Minutes

Dancers: 9

Music: Christopher Bissonnette, Olafur Arnalds, Nils Frahm,
Kroke & Nigel Kennedy, Alexandre Desplat

DEAR MR. COOPER

Is there someone in your life whom you've been wanting to
express something to, but never had chance... They maybe
someone you were so inspired by or admired, or someone you
greatly appreciated that he/she had been a great help to you
once in life. You wish you had kept in touch with that special
person... You wished you had expressed your feelings towards
them...

World Premiere: March 27, 2013, GDC's ‘Deep eMotion’ production at
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Washington, DC
Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 7 Minutes

Dancers: 2

Music: Goldmund

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Paul Emerson

UNCHAIN

A breaking away and release of the past, something we
all must struggle to do at different points in our lives.

World Premiere: September 14, 2013, GDC's ‘A Night with GIN’
production at Reston CenterStage, Reston, VA

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 8 Minutes

Dancers: 1

Music: Arvo Part

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Lindsay Benson Garrett




Déja vu

Ever got so lost you ended up right back where you started?

World Premiere: October 25, 2012, GDC's ‘Deep eMotion’
production at Reston CenterStage, Reston, VA
Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 7 Minutes

Dancers: 3

Music: Nadia Sirota

Costume: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Ruth Judson

THE CORE

In ‘'The Core' Shu-Chen explores through dance the
interconnectivity between all things in the universe. Our inner
strength, emotion, and energy can affect the people around us.
We are not alone... We are all connected.

World Premiere: October 25, 2012, GDC's ‘Deep eMotion’ production at
Reston CenterStage, Reston, VA

Choreography: Shu-Chen Cuff

Running Time: 14 Minutes

Dancers: 5

Music: Patrick Burke and R. Luke DuBois

Costume: Candy Braden, Shu-Chen Cuff

Lighting Design: Shu-Chen Cuff

Photography: Ruth Judson
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NEW WORK

Gin Dance Company Presents Our full evening production ‘Unveil’ at the 11"
Anniversary of Atlas INTERSECTIONS Festival at the Atlas Performing Arts Center

Join us and find out how the shocking news twists and turns with GDC Artistic Director, Shu-Chen
Cuff's new work ‘Breaking News.’ In addition to this innovative and meaningful works,
we will also present a unique cultural experience with ‘We, The Moon, The Sun’ - an
Asian culturally influenced work combining Chinese Opera movements and modern
dance and a meaningful and elegant contemporary ballet ‘Infinity’




PRESS QUOTES

"Cuff definitely has the astute eye of a good choreographer and director, and she knows how to achieve a
vision." - Carmel Morgan, Critical Dance

“Founded in 2011, Gin Dance Company has taken leaps and bounds in the
area’s professional dance scene.”
- David Siegel, Connection Newspaper

"It was delightful to see well-crafted, well-trained

dancers sharing their spunk, individuality, and creativity

with the audience. In all four pieces, the music acted as

inspiration for the rhythms and energy of the movements."
- Michelle Hayes, Dance MetroDC

"...There was a precise, clear quality to the movement,
yet the dancing was remarkably pliant. The dancers extended
themselves into each moment. Their timing and theatricality
were exquisite, their technique polished... "
- Carmel Morgan, Critical Dance

"Gin Dance Company, from Northern Virginia, featuring
choreography by Shu-Chen Cuff ... opened the show,
immediately placing audience expectations high..."

- Sheena Jeffers, Richmond Times-Dispatch

“Each piece seemed to honor and highlight the

individual dancers within the context of the group

through individual movement, gestures, and personality...”
- Michelle Hayes, Dance MetroDC

“What a beautiful dance. It starts like an old faded "Family Portrait" photograph with one woman seated on a
chair and the other standing next to her. From the first few moves the duet establishes its profoundness, and
never loses it. The wonderful vocabulary consists of small and sharp arm gesture. Those punctuate beautiful
syncopated rhythm, and seem to materialize the dancer’s thoughts and aspirations. The dancers are deeply
invested in progressing their agenda, and they are gifted performers. | like the restrained attitude of the
dancers, suggesting a world defined by restrictions. It seems like they are in a process of letting go, which finally
enables them to move forward...”

- Zvi Gotheiner, ZviDance

"The show began with Gin Dance Company’s The Core, an almost meditative piece full of preciseness and
delicacy..." - Rebecca Ferrell, Gay Richmond News

“The sharp isolations and angles contrasted with smooth, long lines revealed intelligent and creative dance
composition...” - Sheena Jeffers, Richmond Times-Dispatch






AUDIENCE TESTMONIALS

“The Core is moving piece that highlights each dancer's skill, while emphasizing their incredible group
dynamic. Each movement triggers another movement, in perfect timing and synchronization. Every dancer
moves in response to another naturally and with ease, without seeming to anticipate what is about to
happen. It is mesmerizing to watch the performance as each dancer has her own movements, while still
matching the rhythm of the group. It is rare to watch a piece that is composed of so many parts, so expertly
combined into one phenomenal performance.” - Sandra

"The Core," was absolutely the highlight. What a brilliant, gripping piece!

"Mesmerizing." | came away still thinking about the fluidity and energy of the piece and the moving and
poignant way you explore relationships. From our own center we reach out to others, and indeed, are
connected.” -Jim

“You and your company are absolutely beautiful. Your concert was sophisticated,
creative, well thought out, well rehearsed. Your talent amazes me and the way
you use your talent is an honor to the world of dance.” - Candy

@GinDanceCo Thank you for 2 fantastic performances! We loved "Dear Mr. Cooper"!
- https://twitter.com/WPASinDC/status/389759665439252480 WashPerfArtsSociety @ WPASIinDC

“Fabulous job last night at VelocityDC! Shu-Chen, amazing arm dancing as The Teller. I'm gonna have to try
and incorporate some of that :)” - Mike

“SO many people were talking about how beautiful the work was after the show! Congrats Gin Dance
Company and thanks for participating in #velocitydc.” — CityDance

“Such a great time with an extremely talented crew that takes their craft seriously and equates to a
beautiful show. Looking forward to the next performance.” - Jeremiah

“The program was excellent and the dancers were superb. With Shu-Chen’s unique Chinese dance training,
she shared Asian ascents with modern western sensibility. Each piece is an individual jewel and yet
complimented each other and created a captivating performance. Greatjob!!” - Shwee

| do want you to know how much | thoroughly enjoyed it - the dancers, music, choreography, costumes - all
were wonderful! | felt myself smiling many times during the performance, and left in an upbeat mood. On
my drive home, | started thinking about how you mesh everything together: each dancer has many



Contact and Booking

Artistic Director

Gary CUff
Executive Director
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AROUND TOWN
Tune in to the latest store
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and neighborhood news.
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Tacos that really rock!
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Harrisonburg, Virginia
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In 2011, Cuff founded
Gin Dance Company, whi
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Currently, there are eight daney
company—Falls Church’s Alisos
Northern Virginia's own Theres
Lindsay Benson Garrett, Migl
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well as Maryland natives
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professional environment
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the community,” she says. “¥
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Cuff serves as artistic
Gin Dance and regularly
dance company in
and the Washington m

Over the Jast five years, the company s
been invited 10 perform at the Kennedy
Center Millenniom Stage, Velocitype:
Dance Festival at the Shakespeare Theater
Company, the DC Mayor's Arts Awards ot
the Lincoln Theater, and the Yest Dance
Invitational: The National Festival of
Contemporary Dance & Theater at the
Dogtown Dance Theatre.

Over that time, Cuff has also been named
a finalist at the Dance Metro DC Awards
in the categories of both Outstanding
Choreography and Outstanding Individual
Performer.

“Utilizing both visual art and movement
is an impactful way to deliver narratives
and reach audiences at a deeper level. |
am thrilled about the recognition and
delighted to be able to continue sharing
my art with performing arts enthusiasts,”
she says.

For those interested in joining her
company, Cuff will invite them for an
audition and look at their technique,
training, and style.

“1 also like to see their energy and
personality and try to understand them a
little,” she says. I like to find a group that
can work together really well, who bave
the same passion and energy. Its hard
work. I've developed such a variety of
repertoires and new works, that it's very
demanding physically.”

Each of the company’s works uniquely
reflects a rich Asian Dance heritage and
Eastern sensibilities blended with Western
fluidity of movement.

“We really do some innovative, very
uplifting and aspiring pieces” she says.
“This has been a dream come true for me.
It's amazing to have all these artists—each
with a unique style. | am so fortunate.”

For more information on the Gin Dance
Company, visit www.gindance.org 4*
AAUTHOR: Keith Loria is a freelance writer

‘who writes regularly about sports, business,
‘entertainment, and the arts. When he's not writing,

‘with his daughters Jordan and Cassidy.
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m Enriching lives
through dance

BY Suu-CHEN CUFF
SPECIAL TO THE FAIRFAX
COUNTY TIMES

1 came to this country because
I was so drawn to Western cul-
ture and, most particularly, West-
ern dance. All the beautiful and
elegant classical ballets: “Swan
Lake,” “Sleeping Beauty,” “Ro-
meo and Julict” and the wide
range of styles of modern dance,
from Martha Graham and Jose Li-
mon to Paul Taylor and so many
other unique styles of movement.

Coming from Taiwan, where
I had been trained in all different
types of Chinese folk dances and
Chinese operatic movements, I
had the same desire.... I wanted to
come to the U.S. to do it all: ballet,
modern dance and jazz. My amaz-
ing parents made my dream come
true! 1 came to the U.S. to study
dance at the University of Florida’s
New World School of the Arts.
Upon graduation, 1 was fortunate
{0 be offered a position at Nevada
Ballet Theatre, where I danced for
five years. After relocating to D.C.
in 2002, I began a 9-year affilia-
tion with DTSB Dance Company,
which toured interpationally. In
2011, my husband, Gary Cuff,
and I started our own dance com-
pany called Gin Dance Company
(GDC). As the artistic director
of Gin Dance Company, I be-
gan creating work that reflected
my unique dance heritage, a kind
of East/West fusion. My work
blends Eastern philosophy and
gesturing with Western fluidity of
movement. It wasn’t a conscious
decision; it's just what comes out
of me when I start choreographing.

The most challenging ob-
stacle I faced when I first came
to U.S. was the language bar-
rier. The most helpful source

Shu-Chen Cuff:
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PHOTO BY RUTH JUDSON

“ was so drawn to Western culture and,

most particularly, Western dance”’

was meeting my husband, Gary.

Prior to that, even after I went

to college and later danced with
B s

really helped me in this area. He

taught me so much about American

communication and culture. Good
jcation is s0 important,

P! ce p in

the U.S., my language skills were

still not very good. In retrospect,

I think it was because all that
time I was mostly using body lan-
guage - dance - t0 communicate.

There were some occasions when
1 didn’t know that the words I was
saying didn’t make sense or might
even come across as rude to others.
I was just simply translating words
from Chinese to English in my head
and saying them. Often people were
too polite to correct me, but Gary

1 feel fortunate to have been helped
to grow in that area.

Cuff celebrates GDC’s 8th
season on Oct. 6, with her new-
est work, “We, The Moon, The
Sun’- an Asian cultural influential
work combined with Chinese Op-
era movements and modern dance,
in which Cuff explores the idea that
we are One.

Cuff has a series of upcoming
performances. To learn more, visit
http//:www. gindance.org
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In The Moment: An interview with Choreographer Shu-
Chen Cuff of the Gin Dance Company on Appearing at
Intersections at Atlas

Over the past several years, Shu-Chen Cuff and the Gin Dance Company have been
making impressions on the DC area dance scene. Established in Reston, Virginia, the
award-winning Gin Dance Company has been performing throughout Virginia and DC,
including at the Atlas Performing Arts Center located on the lively, burgeoning, H Street,
NE. in Washington.
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Shu-Chan Cuff, James Fradnckson, and Elizabeth Lucrazio. Photo by Ruth Judson.
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When | first interviewed Shu-Chen Cuff a few years, she said that “through dance, we
deliver our ideas, stories, and emotions across without saying a word. Regardless what
country you are from and what language you speak, the audience can hear your voice by
watching the body movements expressing with a different rhythm, different energy, and
different dynamic.”

When | asked why audiences hunger for dance, Cuff described it this way; “We all live in a
stressed filled world. Watching dance is a great way to unplug for a couple of hours and
lose ourselves in the moment. A moment filled with beautiful and intricate movement set to
music that touches our soul. It reminds us of dreams that we once had and possibilities
that still lie ahead.”

Her words made quite an impression on me.

Gin Dance will be returning to Atlas’ Intersections Festival this year for a performance of
an imaginative dance program called Hear Me Now on March 7th at 4:30 p.m. The 2015
Intersection Festival is bringing together over 100 performing arts groups in a multi-week
arts festival through March 7th.

| interviewed Shu-Chen Cuff, the Artistic Director of the Gin Dance Company.

David Siegel: For those not familiar with Gin Dance Company, how would you
describe your choreography “style"?

Shu-Chen Cuff: I've had some big influences in my dance life
that have certainly contributed to and helped shape my
choreographic style. In Taiwan, where | was born and raised, |
studied Chinese Folk Dance and Opera Movements along with
Ballet and Modern Dance. From that heritage, it would be hard to
deny a strong Eastern influence in my choreography. In the
States, | went much deeper into Ballet, Modern, and Jazz.

Shu-Chen Cuff.

The short answer to the question is that my Choreography style
is a fusion of eastern gesturing with western fluidity of movement
and, while modern in styling, certainly with a contemporary balletic feel to it. | work very
hard to do very different types of works to continually challenge myself and my dancers as
well as maintaining a fresh new look for audiences.

What do you look for in dancers for your Gin Dance Company compositions?

Besides having strong technique, | also look for the dancers who have the drive and
passion to keep learning, growing, taking on challenges and who can easily adapt to the
new style of the piece and can offer their unique artistry to each work and make it their
own. Character development is just as important as strong technique in creating a fulfilling
rich experience for the audience.
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What inspired development of your newest work Motion in String?

For some of my works, | have the inspiration for the piece, a particular story, message, or
movement first. For Motion in String, the inspiration started when | first heard the music.
This recomposed score from Antonio Vivaldi's The Four Seasons by Max Richter kept the
classical feel from the original, but enhanced it with a strong edgy tone giving it a unique
modern flavor that | really fell in love with. The music is rich and expressive with emotions
and feelings. When | first heard the music, the movements and the vision of the work had
penetrated my mind. | had to create the piece.

How would you describe the score for Motion in String?

Motion in String is assembled with four sections with very different rhythm and dynamics to
the music in each moment. The score is recomposed from Antonio Vivaldi's The Four
Seasons by Max Richter. The 1st section is Emergence, the 2nd section is Segregated, the
3rd section is Unceasing, and the 4th section is Explosive. It was the inspiration for the new
work.

What has the rehearsal process been like for this new work?

A new work like Motion in String requires several months of hard training and rehearsals. In
the first 6 to 8 weeks, | work on creating the movements and teaching the choreography to
the dancers. The following 6 to 8 weeks leading up to the performance, we focus
extensively on the details of the flow and quality of the movements as well as constantly
developing characters. | want the dancers to be able to execute the work comfortably and
dance freely on the stage.

It was such a fun process to choreograph Motion in String. The music is constructed with
so many layers to it that creates great opportunities for me to develop different dynamics
and quality of movements and to form characters and relationships that connect between
the dancers.

Why did you select the title Hear Me Now! for the overall performance?

We're doing 4 very different works and Hear Me Now! seems to work with them all. A
couple of the pieces have important messages that we all need to ‘Hear' that can make a
significant impact on the audience, while others are fun and delightful like a piece taking a
light-hearted look at how we are all addicted out our smart phones. Hear Me Now! just
works!

What do you want audiences to come away with from Hear Me Now!?

Hear Me Now! is a gathering of four very distinctively different works. Some works are
enriched with their own depth, ideas, and meanings. Others are packed with humor and
playfulness. We hope the audience will leave the performance feeling inspired and uplifted
and find their own way to interpret and translate the works, seeing their own lives reflected
it.

April 17 - May 3
W viennatheatrecompany.com |
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Shu-Chen Cuff and Elzabeth Lucrezio. Photo by Ruth Judson.

Why did you want to perform at the Atlas Intersections Festival?

Atlas INTERSECTIONS Festival is an extraordinary collaborative presentation of music,
dance, theater, and film that showcases so many different types of art forms and cultures.
We are exhilarated to offer/share a captivating and diverse program for the audience to
discover. It's an electrifying and fun celebration of the arts. We are so thrilled to be part of
this festival and be able to connect with other outstanding artists.

9 4ance ‘H W‘ )\/’@ NO‘W .,,

company 5 + 4:30 pm

INTERSECTION

The Gin Dance Company performs Hear Me Now! on Saturday, March 7, 2015 at 4:30 PM
at tlas Performing Arts Center’s Intersections Festival in the Theresa and Jane Lang
Theatre — 1333 H Street, NE, in Washington, DC. The show is recommended for s 5 and
up, and runs 60 minutes. Purchase your tickets at the box offce or online.

Gin Dance Company - The Teller - Excerpts

Gin Dance Company - "Unchain® - Excerpts

Gin Dance Company-Simply Bach
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Uplifting, Magical Dance Votes 0
Reston's Gin Dance Company making impressions.

By David Siegel Wednesday, October 15, 2014

% Sgnintofavoritethis @) Discuss o Share this
Comment, Biog about Emal, Facabook, Twitter
*Through dance, we deliver cur ideas, stories and emotions across D ' g_l ta_l
without saying a word," said Shu-Chen Cuff, artistic director of the S u bsc ri pt 1ons
Reston-based Gin Dance Company. *Regardless what country you
are from and what language you speak, the audience can hear your
voice by watching the body movements expressing with a different

rhythm, different energy and different dynamic. "

Founded in 2011, Gin Dance has taken leaps and bounds in the
area's professional dance scene. Gin Dance has performed at the
Reston Multicultural Festival, at benefits such as the "Angel's Fund"
held at Westfield High School and for the Child Rescue Centre at
George Mason University's TheaterSpace as well as at Reston's
CenterStage and the VelocityDC Dance Festival in Harmon Hall to

15 your cominaity

¥ Latest news

Photo courtesy of Gin Dance

Company Opinion: Don't Honk at Me for Being
name a few. Cautlous 0 comments

Shu-Chen Cuff in performance
Gin Dance Company's choreography reflects Cuff's Asian heritage of “The Core.* Camping at Wolf Trap 0 comments
blended with contemporary Western dance; a graceful artistic Rachel's Afghan 0 comments
fusion. Born in Taiwan, she now resides in Reston.

‘Kids Can Be Themselves Here' 0 comments
Describing Gin Dance, Board member Liza Eller, of Springfield,

Franklin She to Celebrate Centennial
noted that "Shu-Chen works in such detail and with such passion Where and When H:::‘\e::)mln;n oacr: :s : eafe riennia
and commitment®. : i

?:;I;;.; :eguormtm: gns Centes Robinson's Freeman Wins Matchup of

Why the name "Gin"? The pronunciation of *Gin* means "real," sl bls Standout Goalkeepers 0 comments
*truthful," "sincere® in Mandarin olAT AL ance:

! . QOct. 25, 2014 a1 7:30 p.m.
Next for Gin Dance will be a full evening at the Atlas Performing Arts Tickets: Aduit: $28, Child
Center in D.C. called "East Meets West." The performance will take (128Under}: $22. Call: 202- h
the audience on a journey from a fortuneteller in Taiwan to "to the 399-7993 or visit atlasanis.org Da n Ce S OeS,
American pop culture scene where an addiction to technology is and gindance.org/GnDance. S-I g
changing the way we interact," said Cuff.
The event includes a new work by Gin company member Elizabeth Dance ShOES Sa|e Up to 20%
Lucrezio. !

Off ! Ballroom, Latin, Modern,
*Music is such an important element of choreography. It's an invisible art form in dance, but yet the B I t
imagination and emcticns seems so close and clear...” allet...

The recorded musical pieces "enhance the story, idea, and emotion for the piece." For *"East Meets
West" the dancers "will don modern costumes with an Asian flair, a colorful contemporary edgy lock,
and whimsical black and white contrast.” >

*Watching dance is a great way to unplug for a couple of hours and lose ourselves in the moment; a
moment filled with beautiful and intricate movement set to music that touches our soul," said Cuft. Follow Us @FollowFairfax
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Atlas’ Intersections Festival Provides
One-Stop Shop for Arts

Posted by Editorial / Friday, February 13th, 2015

SPRINGFIELD, VA
703-663-2440

—_—

Photo courtesy of Gin Dance Company.

By Michael Balderston

Dancers and actors and poets—that is what's in store for those who attend Atlas' Intersections
Festival in D.C. from Feb. 20 to March 7, which connects audiences with the most exciting new
forms of community-inspired art. Among the variety of performers will be a number of Northern
Virginia art groups including the Gin Dance Company and Arts on the Horlzon.

The Gin Dance Company was founded by Shu-Chen Cuff, a Taiwanese immigrant who came to
the United States to study dance. After relocating to the D.C. area and dancing in professional
groups for years, Cuff decided to set out on her own.

"l like to create my own things and my own styles and share them with the audience,” says Cuff.
“Hopefully it can help a lot more people appreciate art and open up their vision.”

With her experience in both modern ballet and traditional Chinese dance and movements, Cuff
certainly will be bringing that unique style to audiences at Intersections.

Arts on the Horizon is also creating new opportunities for its audience, but the audience itseifis
what makes the group an interesting component to the festival. Taking a page from European
groups, Arts on the Horizon is the first theater company in the U.S. that performs plays
exciusively for children from 0-6.

“There's just nothing here in the area with a full focus on this age group, and there are so many
kids who | think would benefit from programs such as these,” says Michelle Kozlak, founder and
producing art director for Arts on the Honzon.

Each of the company’s shows, which are all original productions, centers on themes important to
children's development and introduces them to new forms of art. Its show for Intersections,
“Sunny and Licorice,” teaches the kids how to live with others and features two orangutans and a
tap-dancing number. Many of the plays are also nonverbal to make sure they suit the varying
levels of language development of young children.

Having performed at last year's Intersections Festival, both Gin Dance Company and Arts on
Horizon know the potential value for audiences.

“To be able to give an opportunity for families, especially with young children, to be able to
participate in the festival,” says Kozlak. "Hopefully they'll come back as their kids get older or
even the parents themselves come to the shows for adults.”

“It can be really inspiring after seeing the performance and go back to your normal ife,” says Cuff.
“You never know how art can change people's lives.”

Atlas’ Intersections Festival
Feb. 20-March 7,

The Atlas Performing Arts Center
1333 H St NE, Washington, DC 20002
202-399-7993
Times and ticket prices vary




Dancmg to Luft Spll’ltS Gin Dance Company to perform in Reston.

By DAVID SIEGEL
THE CONNECTION

o ance is an amazing
art form that you can
deliver stories, ideas,

meanings and emotions
through body language. It's a
very powerful thing,” said Shu-
Chen Cuff, artistic director of
the Fairfax County-based Gin
Dance Company. The company
will be performing in the com-
ing weeks at Reston’s
CenterStage and then at the
Reston Multicultural Festival.
Gin Dance Company’s original
works reflect Shu-Chen’s Asian
heritage melded with contem-
porary Western dance move-
ment: a flowing fusion of Asian
and Western cultural artistry.
She was born in Taiwan and re-
sides in Reston.
“Choreographing a dance is
like making a cake. You have an
idea or image in your head of
how it should look and taste,
then you start adding layers and
decorations onto the cake to
complete the product. As cho-
reography, the movements, the
music, the costume, and the
props/sets are the layers and

decorations on the cake,” said Shu-
Chen. “Inspirations come from ev-
erywhere.”

Sometimes listening to an inter-
esting piece of music such as Arvo

Part’s classically inspired,
minimalist piano work “Spiegel im
Spiegel” can bring an idea for her
work. Other times, she has a dance
vision and then searches for the
right music.

At the CenterStage performance,

the Gin Dance Company will per-
form original works such as “The
Teller,” a work about fate and des-
tiny.

It was created “to deliver an
awakening message for people to
take charge and tell your own story
in life and not to let someone else
do it for you. ... We are masters of
our own destiny and we shape our
own futures,” continued Shu-Chen.

The thought provoking “The

Gin Dance
Company
dancers in
“The Core.”

PHOTO BY
RUTH JubsoN
Courtesy oF GIN
DaNce CompANY

Core” was inspired by lights; their
design and their impact on the
mind. “T explore through dance the
interconnectivity between all
things in the universe. Our inner
strength, emotion, and energy can
affect the people around us.

We are not alone. ... We are all
connected.” Another piece, “Dear
Mr. Cooper,” is about giving one-
self the “second chance” to express
appreciation to someone special,

Where and When

“A Night with Gin Dance Com-
pany” at Reston Community Center
CenterStage, 2310 Colts Neck Road,
Hunters Woods, Reston. Perfor-
mance, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013 at
7:30 p.m. Tickets: $30. Call 703-
476-4500 or visit:
WWW.restoncommunitycenter.com
or www.gindance.org. Note: Post
show discussion moderated by local
news reporter Surae Chinn, WUSA9Q

*Gin Dance Company at 2013
Reston Multicultural Festival, Global
Stage, Lake Anne Village Center
1609 Washington Plaza N Reston.
Performing, Sept. 28, 2013 at 3:15
p.m. Non-ticketed free community
event.

when the first opportunity was
missed, noted Shu-Chen.

Jane Rabinovitz, a Gin Dance
troupe member and Fairfax
County native, described Shu-
Chen’s choreography as telling
a story. “Sometimes it is a spe-
cific story that she wants people
to see or hear and other times
it is a story offered up for in-
terpretation by any and all au-
dience members.”

Put away stress and worries
and let the Gin Dance Company
let you feel uplifted and moved.



D.C.s best,
brightest arts
events run
the gamut —
and aimto g BY PHILIPPA
entertain.
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orld-class museums aside,

there’s a prevailing assumption

that arts don't play  vital role

in Washingtons cultural and

social life. When, in fact, the
arts have helped breathe life into many once-
ailing communities — and its diverse landscapes
and populations provide copious inspiration for
its many artists and arts producers.

"The pantheon of arts-related events held
throughout the year in D.C. reveals the depth
and breadth of creativity that roils just beneath
the surface of the city, outside of the stately
institutions that draw most visitors.

How best to experience this local arts
explosion? Put all 10 of these arts events —
our personal favorites — on your calenda.
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Yes! National Dance Invitational
Dance review

When: Friday and Saturday

Where: Dogtown Dance Theatre, 109
W. 15¢h St,, Historic Manchester
District

Posted: Sunday, October 20, 2013 12:00
am

BY SHEENA JEFFERS Special
correspondent

Dance is ephemeral. One minute you are
absorbing the movement, lights,
costumes and sound, and the next it is all
gone. But K Dance’s 15th annual Yes!
Naticnal Dance Invitational leaves you
with visual images you won't soon forget.

Kaye Weinstein Gary, producer and artistic director of X Dance, had a clear focus for
this show: to create, to exist, to bring into being.

SHOW DATES
& EVENT DETAILS

Featuring choreographers from Northern
Virginia, Philadelphia, Houston, Los
Angeles and Richmond, the show truly
exhibits its focus and achieves its goal
with the highlights being Chisena Danza
and BedyTraffic.

Gin Dance Company, from Nerthern
Virginia, featuring choreography by Shu-
Chen Cuff set to music by Patrick Burke
and R. Luke Dubois opened the show,
immediately placing audience
expectations high.

The sharp isolations and angles contrasted with smeoth, long lines revealed
intelligent and creative dance composition. The sporadic fidgets of the dancers were
awelcomed surprise, and there was just enough unison and variation throughout

the piece.

Shu-Chen Cuffs beautiful facial expressions and detailed finger movements
reminded the audience how lovely details can be.

Chisena Danza, from Philadelphia, featured choreography by Melissa Chisena, who
also performed the piece flandessly. The music was created live on stage where the
audience watched Jonathan Cannon tap out rhythms with his hands and feet while
atonya Mosley used breath, words and sounds to accompany the dancing.

The collaboration was stunning — from the way the lights struck Chisena'’s bare
back revealing a dancer's sculpted muscles to the way Mosley inhaled and exhaled
the breath-work score while intertwining sounds and words. You simply cannot look

away.

S/0AP, from Richmond, featured choreography by Vanessa Owen and Gavin Stewart,
a dancer with Richmond Ballet |I. The physical movement was demanding, and it
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LATEST NEWS
VCU snaps a two-game losing streak at
home

Randolph-Macen ranked No. 1in Division
Il hoops poll

One person killed in ATV wreck in
Chesterfield

Most Richmond-area public schools
closed Wednesday

VM! football will open 2015 vs. Ball State
on a Thursday night

Weather may be factor in of one of 2
found dead in Chesterfield

McAuliffe signs bills setting rules for
Uber, Lyft

Virginia's Brogdon humbled to reach
1,000-point plateau

West Virginia oil train derailment: Fires
for hours, smoke

More LATEST NEWS

FIND EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
HIT THE WATER!

PUBLIC NOTICES



Shu-Chen
Cuff in
perfor-
mance of
“The
Core.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GIN DANCE COMPANY

Uplifting, Magical

Dance

Reston’s Gin Dance Company
making impressions.

By DAvVID SIEGEL
THE CONNECTION
‘ ‘ hrough dance,
we deliver our
ideas, stories
and emotions
across without saying a word,”
said Shu-Chen Culff, artistic di-
rector of the Reston-based Gin
Dance Company. “Regardless
what country you are from and
what language you speak, the
audience can hear your voice by
watching the body movements
expressing with a different
rhythm, different energy and
different dynamic. “

Founded in 2011, Gin Dance
has taken leaps and bounds in
the area’s professional dance
scene. Gin Dance has per-
formed at the Reston
Multicultural Festival, at ben-
efits such as the “Angel’s Fund”
held at Westfield High School
and for the Child Rescue Cen-
tre at George Mason
University’s TheaterSpace as
well as at Reston’s CenterStage
and the VelocityDC Dance Fes-
tival in Harman Hall to name a
few.

Gin Dance Company’s chore-
ography reflects Cuff’s Asian
heritage blended with contem-
porary Western dance; a grace-
ful artistic fusion. Born in Tai-
wan, she now resides in Reston.

Describing Gin Dance, Board
member Liza Eller, of Spring-
field, noted that “Shu-Chen
works in such detail and with
such passion and commitment”.

Why the name “Gin”? The
pronunciation of “Gin” means

Where and When

Atlas Performing Arts
Center, 1333 H Street, N.E.,
Washington, DC. Performance: Oct.
25, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets:
Adult: $28, Child (12&Under):
$22. Call: 202-399-7993 or visit
atlasarts.org and gindance.org/
GinDance.

“real,” “truthful,” “sincere” in
Mandarin.

Next for Gin Dance will be a
full evening at the Atlas Per-
forming Arts Center in D.C.
called “East Meets West.” The
performance will take the au-
dience on a journey from a
fortuneteller in Taiwan “to the
American pop culture scene
where an addiction to technol-
ogy is changing the way we in-
teract,” said Cuff.

The event includes a new
work by Gin company member
Elizabeth Lucrezio.

“Music is such an important
element of choreography. It’s an
invisible art form in dance, but
yet the imagination and emo-
tions seems so close and clear...”

The recorded musical pieces
“enhance the story, idea, and
emotion for the piece.” For
“East Meets West” the dancers
“will don modern costumes
with an Asian flair, a colorful
contemporary edgy look, and
whimsical black and white con-
trast.”

“Watching dance is a great
way to unplug for a couple of
hours and lose ourselves in the
moment; a moment filled with
beautiful and intricate move-
ment set to music that touches
our soul,” said Cuff.
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Mohiniattam and Manipuri, representing var-

On Saturday, Oct. 25, 7:30 p.m., Fast Meets West at the Atlas Perform-
ing Arts Center on H Street. Bl This special evening will premier the Gin
Dance Company Artistic Director Shu-Chen Cuff's newest works “Face to
Face”, which explores how technology has changed the way we all interact
and connect with each other in and “That's Mozart” a fun and light heart

Courtesy of Wolf Trap

ed picce in which Shu-Chen creates and shapes the movements into Mo-
zarts humorous and playful music notes. This work delivers an awakening
message for people to take charge and tell their own story.

The Atlas s becoming the performing arts venue for new music, exper-
imental dance, off-beat humor and performance art. Tickels are 528, Fast
Meets West is performed by the Gin Dance Company of Northern Virgin-
ia. Read more at gindance.org,

Sj’;’;,ff:}’,ﬂﬂ,ﬁ.et Partfact, part fiction, and set in the harsh backstage world of the Paris Opera
Ballet, Little Dancer at the Kennedy Center B s
R RARCLLER ] o musical inspired by the story of Maric van Goct-

\ hem, a young ballerina who posed for Fdgar De-
gas and became, inadvertently, the most famous
dancer in the world. Torn by her family’s poverty,
her debt to the artist, and the lure of wealthy men,
she struggles to keep her place in the corps de bal-
let-agirl on the verge of womanhood, caught be-
tween the conflicting demands of life and art, Lit-
tle Danceris at the Kennedy Center, Oct. 25-Nov.
30. In conjuncation with Little Dancer, the Na-
tional Gallery of art presents Degas's Little Danc-
er, Qct. 5-Jan. 11, One of the Gallery's most popular works of art, Little Dancer Aged

Courtesy of the National Gallery of Art

Fourteen will be presented with 14 additional works from the Gallery's collection. nga.gov

The Guban Dance Social with DC Casineros at Dance Place in Brookland B is an op-
portunity to dance-not just watch other people. On Friday nights Oct. 17, Nov. 7, Dec. 19

and Jan. 16, 8 p.m.-midnight, enjoy all levels of Latin dancing. This ggiiemakland’s great
bhafiew cliftitioto darc® meet new pcoplc and appreciate the richness ¢ 1 dance and

art. Join the DC Casineros’ company of community DJs and dancers for an evening of Son,



